THE "WILLY-NICKY" TELEGRAMS               427
for you and your Government to face the drift of your
public opinion. Therefore, with regard to the hearty and
tender friendship which binds us both from long ago with
firm ties, I am exerting my utmost influence to induce the
Austrians to deal straightly to arrive to a satisfactory
understanding with you. I confidently hope you will help
me in my efforts to smooth over difficulties that may still
arise.
Your very sincere and devoted friend and cousin
Willy T2
The same idea had occurred almost simultaneously to
the Tsar and the little group of advisers around him who
were sincerely anxious to prevent the Austro-Serbian- con-
flict from developing into a Russo-German war. Prince
Trubetzkoi told Chelius, the Kaiser's personal representa-
tive at the side of the Tsar, that Serbia's answer and readi-
ness to submit the question to arbitration ought to make it
possible to avoid a European war. "We do not love the
Serbs at all," he told Chelius, "but they are our Slavic blood-
brothers, and we cannot leave our brothers in the lurch
when they are in trouble. Austria can annihilate them,
and that we could not permit." He hoped that the Kaiser
would advise Austria not to over-stretch the bow, but to
recognize Serbia's conciliatory promises and accept the
arbitration of the Hague Tribunal. "The return of your
Kaiser has made us all feel easier, for we trust in His
Majesty and want no war, nor does Tsar Nicholas. It
would be a good thing if the two Monarchs should come to
an understanding by telegraph,"73
The suggestion that the Austro-Serbian conflict be sub-
mitted to arbitration at the Hague, which Pashitch had
already appended to the Serbian reply, possibly at Russian
72 K.D., 335; Krasnyi Arkhiv, TV, p. 18; Schilling's Diary, p. 45.
73 Chelius to ihe Berlin Foreign Office, July 28, received July 29, 3:42
A.M. (K.D., 337), a couple of hours after the Kaiser had sent his first
telegram to the Tsar.